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ARTICLE BY DON DUNSTAN. PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Today the task of architects, planners and builders is infinitely 
more complex and demanding than even fifty years ago. It is no 
longer sufficient for houses to be built, and new areas developed, 
with no other planning guides but those of simple commercial 
piece-meal functionalism. Modern planning should be expected to 
provide environment both visually attractive and socially 
efficient. As I have said the responsibilities of builders, 
planners and architects are now far more than just the creation 
of houses or subdivisions. Builders and planners are involved 
with the welfare of society as a whole. As far as the Government 
is concerned, it has a clear policy on these matters: It is now 
in the process of endeavouring to implement procedures that will 
ensure that this State has the best possible design and planning 
standards. In South Australia there is a wide range of first 
class building materials. The State is advanced in some areas of 
mass production construction techniques - and I mention in this 
regard how South Australia has led Australia in the use of pre-
manufactured stone-aggregate building components. 
In fact South Australian technology is of an excellently high 
standard, and there are many designers and planners of ability 
waiting for a fair go. They must be given it by both Government 
and private developers. The spirit of architectural adventure is 
something which must be encouraged. Here in Adelaide there is a 
special challenge to face* 
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The rising costa to our community of urban sprawL have not 
been sufficiently emphasised, and to allow inner suburban 
areas to decay and to spread the population of a city further 
and further from the centre means that public transport costs 
are inevitably increased and must be subsidised* There is 
considerable scope here for architects to find answers to the 
sprawl problem. Provision of terrace houses, apartments, multi-
storey flats, small home units and pensioner housing, all of 
which can provide pleasant surroundings in which to sleep and eat 
without being burdensome and time consuming, would appear to 
provide an answer* 
The most obvious activity to take in this area would be to 
provide higher density redevelopment in the areas of ur^an 
blight. 
The South Australian Government's planning schemes will involve 
redevelopment opportunities attractive to private developers, 
builders, architects, and planners alike. They will include 
not only tower units, but walk-up flats, cluster housing, and 
patio houses. And while in proposing such kinds of development 
we expect to hear from conventional building groups that most 
empty of excuses that "the people have been given what they 
want", the fact is that the people of Australia generally have 
really never been given a choice. 
We also intend to encourage manufacturers of new building materials, 
fittings and systems.. We would like them to set up their 
Australian base^ in 5outh,Australia. South Australia could be a 
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building industry research, test and education center. 
It should be the Housing Jrust*s job to set standards that would 
be so advanced and desirable that other developers would either 
join with it or take over the lead. But in setting this up, 
it is upon the architectural profession that we will depend 
for guidance. In addition, since it is not the policy of the 
government to stifle new forms of development in the city 
we are currently investigating what some architects and builders 
have found to be an excessively rigid bureaucratic interference 
with development projects. But in doing this we need the best 
possible communication with the architectural profession as a 
body and with its individual members. I trust that we will 
achieve this in the very near future* 
I now look forward to the State playing an ever increasing 
role, through constructive and imaginative planning, in the 
provision and encouragement of good and modern housing in 
South Australia. 
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